CC1 – page 19

ANNEX

QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

	Questions
	Answers

	1. COUNCILLOR MCINTOSH-STEDMAN
With regard to the Communities Act Guidance Sheet No I Section 1 will the Leader agree that Loss of Community or Community decline is part and parcel of Modernity and many people find diverse cultures very overwhelming?  They would prefer no interference in their individualistic life styles or local authorities to 'opt in' for the sake of promoting sustainable communities.


	COUNCILLOR KEITH MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

“Loss of community identity” (my italicised addition) is certainly a feature of modern life and one to cause concern.  

“Community decline” can be construed in a number of ways.  If used as another way of expressing a loss of community identity, then the answer is identical to my first one.  If it is taken as meaning the decline of community infrastructure, whether physical, social, moral or spiritual, we have our share of this in some of Oxfordshire’s neighbourhoods and it is this administration’s firm aim to work with those communities to reverse such decline and to break the cycle of deprivation that normally accompanies it.  

“Diverse cultures” can represent both an opportunity and a threat to civilisation. Recognition of and respect for diverse cultures and lifestyles should be a symbol of civilisation.  However, I believe there are dangers in the inappropriate application of multi-culturalism.  Just as minority cultures can feel threatened by intolerance; there is a reverse danger that the indigenous, majority population can feel their long standing national culture is at threat out of a fear of offending anyone not fully a part of it.  Our reluctance to display national symbols and our gradual loss of so much of our sense of history are examples of this danger.  For example, we rightly stigmatise slavery but fail to celebrate our country’s leading part in its abolition.  

I fear that, in our schools, there is a danger that we teach young children such a broad selection of faiths and cultures that they fail to grasp the real meaning of any of them and, in particular, the culture of our own English and British nations.  As always, there is a difficult balance in this whole area.

Turning to the Sustainable Communities Act, I have recently received a missive from the campaign group Local Works which has done nothing to reassure me.  The document contains a long list of signatures from people I would suspect to be almost entirely Guardian readers – the Countryside Alliance being one of a small number of honourable exceptions!  However, it is heralded as "reclaiming local democracy" and had all-Party support in its passage through the Commons, most notably from my own Party.  I therefore await the outcome of this legislation with interest.



	2. COUNCILLOR MCINTOSH-STEDMAN
Does the Leader agree that another good way to welcome in Citizenship is to have a 'Tidy Up’ leaflet to give them an idea of the sort of pride of place they will be making their new home in a foreign land? 

Do you agree this leaflet will be good to promote tourism globally as words will spread about the special care we promote for our clean/ free from litter environment?


	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

We already have a first class Citizenship programme by which our excellent Registration Service welcomes those residents wishing to take up UK citizenship.  Applicants take part in an impressive and moving ceremony in which they receive their citizenship – frequently from the Queen’s representative or one of his deputies.  Indeed, recently HRH Princess Anne attended one of our citizenship ceremonies and welcomed our new citizens while standing next to a picture of her mother!  

I think it would be a mistake to confuse the important issue of citizenship with one of the perennial problems we face which is the propensity of some residents who have been lifelong citizens of our country to spoil it by discarding litter, cigarette ends, sweet wrappers, drinks cans or chewing gum on the assumption that someone else will clear it up.  All too sadly, it is my experience that many residents of foreign countries have a much more responsible approach to a litter-free environment than our own citizens.  I fear there is something lacking in our own pride of place and respect for our environment that needs addressing.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Do you think they would appreciate well worded leaflets to get to know their new country and help them to settle down?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

If the question was about cleaning up, may I just remind the member that cleaning the streets is the responsibility of the City Council within the City’s boundaries and if she wants to take her ideas to them, I am sure they will listen with great sympathy.

	3. COUNCILLOR MCINTOSH-STEDMAN
Will you be recommending parents get one or more allotments depending on the number of children to help with the high price of food and also the £15,940 cost for schooling?
	COUNCILLOR WAINE, CABINET MEMBER FOR SCHOOLS IMPROVEMENT

The many benefits of allotment holding (fresh wholesome food, exercise and community activity) are well rehearsed elsewhere and need no promotion by OCC. Indeed, I understand that demand for allotments is outstripping supply and encouraging some 160,000 parents to take up an allotment would simply create a demand that could not be met. On a personal note, I kept an allotment throughout my teenage years and would fully recommend it as a beneficial and fulfilling activity. 



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

With regard to getting an allotment, do you agree that some families may need encouragement at this time of economic downturn?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

(The Chairman pointed out that allotments are not the responsibility of the County Council and therefore did not think Councillor Waine was in a position to answer the question.)

	4. COUNCILLOR MCINTOSH-STEDMAN
Because many criminals fear and indeed lose friendship of family and friends and may even succeed in committing suicide out of embarrassment, should the Rehabilitation Centre be publicised to give them a chance not to be a recidivist?  Does the Leader agree that Scales of Justice of the Magistrate Court should be published e.g. A Banbury man stealing £ 60 worth of meat plus others on motor offences?
	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

Rehabilitation
The Thames Valley Probation Service has responsibility for rehabilitating offenders (for example, they have just reported on a successful Restorative Justice programme - http://www.thamesvalleyprobation.gov.uk/media/index.html). However, we do support drug and alcohol treatment services in Oxfordshire which include residential rehabilitation for people who use drugs and may come into contact with the criminal justice system.

In terms of rehabilitation for young people, our Youth Offending Service manages significant programmes that include interventions regarding offending behaviour, victim awareness and direct reparation with victims where appropriate. The service also supports individuals regarding the opportunities that are available to them, including access to appropriate housing, social support, benefits, physical and mental health services, education, training and employment opportunities.

I am also concerned about the number of offenders with a military background. We are currently in discussions with our colleagues in the military about this issue and are working together on a response.

Magistrates
A recent decision by the government requires that the Magistrates Court supply the local press with a free copy of the register of decisions of the court. I understand that the press usually publish the lists supplied.  The Oxford Mail has published these under the heading of 'Scales of Justice' but it is clearly their prerogative whether to do so or not.


	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Do you agree that people should be able to read about the misfortunes of others, read reports glorifying themselves or read reports making fun of others?

	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I think any responsible reporting by the media of the courts and the decisions they take is welcome.  If we feel it is not responsible at any time, all of us have the opportunity to make our views known to the editor.

	5. COUNCILLOR MCINTOSH-STEDMAN
Bearing in mind that it has been said that Cervical Cancer may be caused by promiscuity by girls, do you agree that the national vaccination of girls age 12 to 13 against HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) started this September may allow girls to be more promiscuous, thereby bringing on/adding other sexually transmitted killer diseases?

	COUNCILLOR CHAPMAN, CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE & FAMILIES

The national vaccination programme is organised locally by the PCT, with the full support of OCC and schools. One of our overriding duties is to do all we can to ensure that the children and young people of Oxfordshire are healthy. This programme contributes to that duty. There is no reason to believe that the programme, of itself, will have any material effect on behaviour but there is every reason to believe that it will reduce the incidence of HPV.

HPV vaccination is best given before the start of sexual activity. While most girls do not start having sex until they are at least 16 or quite a bit older, it has been shown that the vaccine provides the best protection if it is given at 12 to 13 years of age. The HPV vaccination programme is about protecting against cervical cancer. It is not about safer sex. It is important to maintain all our efforts to encourage safer sex practices. 



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Do you agree that the vaccinations will interfere with learning; in other words the vaccinations will dwell on the children’s minds?  Instead of concentrating on learning, they will be chattering about these vaccinations.

	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Absolutely not.

	6. COUNCILLOR ATKINS

What steps is the Leader of the Council taking to follow the excellent example of Harrow Council in abandoning jargon in favour of language we can all understand?


	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

While I accept that the London Borough of Harrow is a high performing council with a good track record on the use of Plain English, I would have expected nothing less from a Conservative-controlled council.  I am pleased to report that Oxfordshire County Council similarly performs well and has a wealth of advice and guidance in support of Plain English in its publications and web sites.  Here are a few examples:

Corporate Guidance 

The Corporate Editor, based in the Communications Unit, leads on Plain English. Guidance is available on writing in plain English and avoiding jargon and effective email communication on the council intranet (http://intranet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/plink/insite/support/W/Insite/Support/Communications+marketing+and+advertising/Internal+communications/). The Communications Unit has also produced a corporate style guide setting out corporate style and advice on common grammatical errors, which can be found under the same section on the intranet. 

The Communications Unit publish regular reminders through our internal communications channels of all the important communications guidance on offer. Recent topics have included: 

INSIDE articles 

October 2008 – Proofreading

July 2008 – Corporate style guide

February 2008 – Copyright rules

January 2008 – Speakeasy section – style guide

INSITE news items
16 September 2008 – Proofreading

11 January 2008 – Guidelines on copyright

20 December 2007 – Plain English Day

Our communications protocol requires that all publications (hard copy and electronic) are checked by the Communications Unit for compliance with 'plain English' standards and corporate style. All applicants for jobs within the Communications Unit are rigorously tested for both an ability to use Plain English and to cut through jargon. 

Putting Customers First Guide 

Section 4 of the Putting Customers First Guide sets out the council's Service Standards, which includes the importance of being customer focussed and using jargon free English in our communications. It is designed to reinforce the guidance from the Communications Team. The 'Putting Customers First Guide' has been distributed widely across the council and is to all new staff members as part of the Corporate Induction Events. The new edition was recently publicised as part of National Customer Service Week and is available to all staff via the intranet (http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/corporate/CustomerService/Puttingcustomersfirst2008.pdf). 

Charter Mark 
Oxfordshire County Council is the first county council to achieve the Corporate Charter Mark award. In order to achieve Corporate Charter Mark, individual service areas must demonstrate (via independent assessment) that they 'provide customers with the information they need in plain, jargon-free language and in ways which meet their needs and preferences' (criteria 2.3.1). 

All the service areas assessed and the council as a whole (through an additional assessment) were found to be compliant with this criteria. Three of our service areas were judged by the Charter Mark assessors as providing best practice: Learning Disability Day Services; Museums & Heritage; and the Registration Service. 

Ask Oxfordshire/Mystery Shopping 

Action 17 in our new Consultation & Involvement Strategy (which will go live from April 2009) sets out the ambition to ensure the council's Plain English guidelines and Clear Print guidelines always apply to council consultations. 

Our on-going mystery shopping programme evaluates individual service areas against a range of criteria including the use of Plain English, in our drive to provide customer focussed services.


	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Would you agree with me that while we have targets about reducing worklessness and increasing the number of adults with level 2 qualifications, we may still use one or two bits of jargon?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

An organisation of this size can always improve the quality of everything it does.  We will never eradicate every bit of jargon but we will keep working at it.



	7. COUNCILLOR FOOKS

A number of Oxford City children starting school in 2008/9 are being given primary school places outside the City because all the City schools are full for this age group. How many children are affected and were any alternative arrangements considered? Does the Cabinet member know why the forecasting of required places was wrong and what action is going to be taken so the same does not happen next year?
	COUNCILLOR WAINE, CABINET MEMBER FOR SCHOOLS IMPROVEMENT

For the present academic year a total of 48 pupils were not allocated a place at their designated area school in the city. However, all but 6 of those were allocated places at another city school. Of the remaining 6, 5 were allocated places in Kidlington and 1 at Wheatley. 

So while there was clearly pressure on places in the city, of the c.1,400 city  places allocated this September,  only a very small minority (6)  were not accommodated in a city school.  

Forecasting pupil numbers generally and for individual schools in particular is not an exact science. The natural ebb and flow of people within, in and out of the City makes precise forecasting of where parents will eventually want their children to attend particularly difficult. 

Of course there is always room for improvement. In the light of this year’s experience, officers are looking at increasing the precision of forecasting where that is possible and matching likely pressure points to potential for school growth. In relation to the latter, some city schools with potential for expansion have already been identified and early discussions are taking place.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

I do not feel he has entirely answered the question.  Was it apparent that there simply was not enough capacity in the City primary schools?  Would he agree that it is particularly bad for a four or five year old not to be able to go to a local school with the children from his or her neighbourhood? Is it not also bad for a parent not to be able to meet up with others for both mutual support and friendship?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

It was late spring when this became apparent and measures have been put in place to check why this happened.  I would say that Oxford, like any other major centre of population, is not an island and people actually move in and out of Oxford.  There cannot be an absolute right for people who live in Oxford to have places within their town.  If you look at Oxford (the Admissions Team is under great pressure at the moment because it is dealing with secondary admissions), it will be rather interesting to see what the outward movement of people from the City actually is, both at primary and secondary level.  The primary schools have designated capacities under the guidance issued by central government and it is now quite clear with the growth rate in the city (more houses and increased population including asylum seekers), there is pressure on the primary places.  We are told that that pressure was a one-year pressure.  Work is taking place in the directorate to give parents better choice than they had this time.  I would underline that a significant number of parents at primary and secondary levels do opt to take that decision that Councillor Fooks said was not a good decision.



	8. COUNCILLOR BRYDEN

How many applications for diversion of existing rights of way and registration of new rights of way are in the pipeline for determination; at the current rate of progress how long will it take to determine these; and what is the County Council going to do to speed up the process? 


	COUNCILLOR BELSON, CABINET MEMBER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Public Path Order applications:
There are currently 37 applications for the diversion of existing public rights of way. These include 33 applications under s119 Highways Act 1980 (HA) and four applications under s257 Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (TCPA). In addition, and dealt with under the same work programme, there are three applications for concurrent extinguishment and creation (under s118 and s26 HA) and one application for a s118 HA extinguishment.

Applications are dealt with in accordance with the council's Statement of Criteria and Priorities for this area of work as approved by Planning & Regulation Committee in November 2006. TCPA applications take precedence and are dealt with as a priority. Thereafter HA applications are dealt with in chronological order of receipt. As an approximate guide, waiting times for new applicants for HA orders are estimated at 3 - 4 years. 

Definitive Map Modification Order applications:
There are currently 89 applications to modify the Definitive Map and Statement. Of these 42 are applications to add a new way and 47 are applications to change the status or otherwise vary the record of existing public rights of way (for example to record bridleway rights along a way currently shown on the Map as a public footpath). One application can include evidence relating to multiple ways. 

Applications are dealt with in chronological order of date of receipt in line with the council's Statement of Criteria for this area of work. It is very difficult to give accurate estimates of timescales as it difficult to predict how complex a case will become when work starts on researching it.  New applicants are advised that research is unlikely to begin for several years. As an approximate guide, waiting times are currently estimated at 8 - 9 years. 

A Best Practice Review (BPR) has been carried out on this service and in a nutshell the overall conclusions are that the processes we are using are both efficient and sound and that the solution to the backlog is one of resources. To this end the recommendation is that to remove the backlog will require £273k per year for three years to employ consultants. It has been decided that this is a pressure we are unable to sustain, and so the decision has been that the service will remain as it is.


	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

I just wanted to ask the Cabinet Member if he is as depressed as I am by his answer.
	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Of course I am.  I hope that when the opposition writes its budget for next year, it will include sufficient funding for the work.

	9. COUNCILLOR GODDEN

Does the Cabinet Member agree that Oxfordshire Highways drainage pipes known to suffer regular blockage from silt and limescale should be flushed through twice a year? Is this frequency being attained? How widespread is this problem throughout the County? 
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

I agree that drains that serve flood prone areas should be cleansed more often and this is carried out by the Area offices.  It is harder with limescale build up due to the fact that springs do move and then different pipes have limescale build up. Drains can be blocked for various reasons, for example, vehicles over-running the verges and blocking gullies and pipes or intense storms and river flooding. As the intense storms and flooding increases more silting up of systems could occur.
 
In the known problem areas the frequency is being maintained. It is very hard to say how widespread the problem is, probably more frequent in the South of the County than the North. Maybe 5 – 10% of the drains.


	10. COUNCILLOR FOOKS

Many residents in Oxfordshire suffered in the floods of July 2007. However, some residents had had their homes flooded just as badly in earlier years. In my division, some people have had their homes flooded repeatedly, with considerable damage being done, in 1994, 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2006. Is it right that a very minor engineering job to reduce water flow from the Woodstock Road into Polstead Road in times of high rainfall that was promised over a year ago to help these people, is being delayed while priority is being given to those flooded in 2007?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

We have carried out several small schemes to help Chalfont Road / Polstead Road over recent several years from additional gullies to making sure the sewers are working at full capacity to stopping any water from Frenchay Road entering Chalfont Road. The final option is to place a bund across the top of Polstead Road to restrict the flow down Polstead Road so that the sewer can cope.  This will of course cause additional temporary flooding on the Woodstock Road.  It is still in the drainage programme to be done and we hope to undertake this work in February 2009 when we go back into Woodstock Road to lay some more ACO (drainage) kerbing.


	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Will the Cabinet Member get somebody to write to the residents who have heard absolutely nothing about why the work has not taken place?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I can certainly get officers to advise that the work will be going ahead next year.  You mention priority having been given to the flooding of 2007.  I think everybody has got to accept that that was exceptional flooding.  We have been called upon across the county and have had to prioritise our resources which are limited.  Unfortunately we have not had additional resources from central government.  That is why we are not doing it this year but hopefully the situation will be rectified in February next year.



	11. COUNCILLOR LEGGE

When will the new accommodation for the post-16 pupils at Kingfisher Special School in Abingdon be completed and fully functional for the pupils to use?


	COUNCILLOR WAINE, CABINET MEMBER FOR SCHOOLS IMPROVEMENT

A project officer from Environment & Economy and a representative of the Council’s Property consultants (Mouchel) visited the site on 16 October and met the Head to work through an action plan for any remaining work.  This list was completed by the contractor next day, less 3 items requiring a lead in time. 

The school had made some limited use of one room prior to this final work and now has full use of the facility.  The external canopy is due for installation on Monday 3 November.  Mouchel will visit again after the canopy is installed to conduct a final check.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

I am sure he agrees that having a whole half term before the students are able to move into what was vital extra accommodation for the large post-16 group is too long and it has been a very difficult time for them.  I am not sure if it is the only special needs school in this situation but I am interested in Kingfisher School as the local member.  You say in your answer there has been some limited use of one room but I am afraid this is stretching the facts.  This room has really not been usable; it may have been for some storage.  The heating is I am told only going in this week, and the burglar alarms for the new buildings have not been installed and therefore full use is still not possible.  Please can you continue to monitor this for me and press for full completion as soon as possible?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I am aware that what has been put in hand is part of a very big programme to enable these post-16 students to make a start with their education at these special schools for the beginning of September.  I personally apologise to any child, any parent, any teacher and any headteacher who has had to stretch their forbearance with schemes coming on stream.  But can I just underline that it was this administration that brought about the change and there were major time constraints in getting it off the ground. We do need to work in close partnership with the schools to ensure that this sort of thing that Councillor Legge has outlined does not happen again.



	12. COUNCILLOR WISE

Noting the Leader’s change of attitude to Private Eye magazine, will there be a copy of it in the Members’ Lounge from now on?


	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

I am on record as warning regular readers of Private Eye that a trashy reading diet might lead to trashy thinking.  I did warm slightly to Private Eye when a colleague told me they were taking a pretty scathing view of "eco-towns" but this most definitely does not extend to buying the magazine or even reading someone else's copy.  I certainly have no plans to use taxpayers' funds to make a copy available in the Members' Lounge.

	13. COUNCILLOR PATRICK

 

Can I be reassured that the County Council has now cut back the overhanging branches on the route of the 32 double decker bus, so that passengers can be assured a smooth journey without broken windows?

 
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

Oxfordshire Highways staff are working with Thames Travel and District Council staff to arrange removal of overgrown vegetation necessary as a result of the decision to introduce double-deck buses on route 32.  Maintenance of the overgrown hedges and trees mostly is the responsibility of owners of adjoining land and this can be enforced by the County Council using section 154 of the Highways Act 1980. However this is a time-consuming process and in this instance the County Council will arrange and bear the cost of the initial trimming – subsequent trimming will revert to being the landowner’s responsibility. Hedge trimming was carried out late October and trimming of trees (with the possible exception of trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders) will be carried out during November.
 


	14. COUNCILLOR J SANDERS

I note with regret that the Council has decided not to proceed with a pilot scheme at some schools to test the effectiveness of using traffic orders to enforce no-stopping rules outside schools.  It has decided instead to ask schools to recruit children to advise errant parents of the inadvisability of stopping their cars on yellow zigzag lines.  As some time has now elapsed since that decision was made, please can the Cabinet Member advise me whether this alternative scheme has been implemented.  If so, please can he advise me

a) whether the scheme has yet had any success;

b) whether any child has suffered injury or abuse from said errant parents.


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

The answer to (a) is that we’re launching the STARS (School Travel and Road Safety) programme now at 8 schools, and will be working with Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) from January to develop a joint approach (PCSOs / schools / pupils) to tackling the issues around stopping on zigzags. Some schools have already tried the approach out with success on the day.  However, what we are also looking for is how best to sustain the initial impact.
 
In response to (b) we are not aware of any instances of either injury or abuse to pupils.
 
More information on the STARS project is available, e.g. Travel Plans can supply a CD containing all of the materials if required.  The project was also covered by The Surveyor magazine last month, an article partly predicated on how the scheme is envisaged to help with school parking problems.
 


	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

I am pleased to see that the scheme is showing some success and I hope it continues to succeed.  Will the Cabinet Member ensure that the scheme produces an end of academic year report with statistics comparing pre and post scheme figures on traffic obstruction outside schools?  To make such a report meaningful, there would have to have been a traffic survey last year – was this done? And, if not, can this be done for any new schools that come on stream?

	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I am not aware of any survey work having been done prior to this taking place.  It is also pretty subjective because if you do it on one particular day and it is a rainy day for instance, there will be a lot more obstruction as opposed to a sunny day when people do not travel so much by car.  I am not quite sure whether we gain any advantage from having a pre and post obstruction survey.  What we have got to remember is the people who are actually committing this offence are the parents who are dropping off their children.  I think that is why we are going through the children to try and get the children to educate their parents that they must not park outside the school and the message is getting through.  I find myself that when you have people standing observing the traffic at schools then that is good enough to get people not to park on the zig zags or in the area.  I am not sure whether we would be able to gain any useful information from a survey and it might be something that is very subjective but I will ask the team to consider whether it is possible or not.

	15. COUNCILLOR BRIGHOUSE

Since the London Road Roundabout was finished concerns have been raised about the safety of the junction of the A40 and Collinwood Road.  Can you tell me when residents using this junction are likely to be consulted about improving safety there for motorists and pedestrians?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

A lot of thought was given to possible improvements (including the signalisation of the junction) as part of the Headington roundabout works, but it was then decided that the most appropriate option would be to monitor how the latter impacted on this junction. Thankfully accident numbers have appreciably reduced, presumably because average queue lengths are shorter and there is less risk of turning vehicles being masked by stationary traffic; we nevertheless hope that it will be possible to improve further on this by lower cost measures such as additional signing and road markings. The road safety team is currently busy on a number of other projects, but will be working on this in the very near future.  

 

As improvements are likely to be low cost measures such as signs and lines we are likely to implement and monitor rather than carry out consultation.  However, if a larger more involved scheme is required we will consult more widely.  In all cases the local member will be kept informed on progress.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

This answer says that a lot of thought has gone into possible improvements at this junction.   The problem is of course that there has been a lot of thought but there has not been any action.  The thinking has been going on for some considerable time.  The perception is that actually it has been forgotten. There was a promise to the people of Risinghurst and the people using that junction that there would be improvements to that junction as part of the roundabout scheme.  Signalisation was done when the new roundabout was constructed and people were told that, if it worked, consideration would be given as to whether it went in permanently.  It is the perception of people living in that area and people who for instance go to the United Reform Church on that corner that there has been an increase in accidents on the junction including one accident involving a Wheatley school bus while the bus was coming out of Risinghurst.  There is great concern that there is going to be a tragedy on that junction and the County needs to get on and do something quite quickly.  You have said in your answer that it is going to be looked at in the very near future – what does that mean?  I am afraid the very near future as far as those people are concerned has been several years in coming.


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Councillor Brighouse has used some very interesting words.  Perception - I think that every Councillor here can say where there is a junction where there is a perception from local residents that it is an accident waiting to happen.  It is something that I feel very uncomfortable with because every councillor or people at parish council meetings I go to, say this is a tragedy waiting to happen.  Unfortunately that is the reality at the moment - it is the perception of it.  Fortunately at this particular junction the accident rate has been very low and that has got to be welcomed.  I know the junction well myself.  Hopefully early in the new year when the team will actually be looking to see whether any work needs to be done there.

	16. COUNCILLOR GATEHOUSE

Please could you state the number of people waiting for Occupational Therapy assessments, the average time for which they have been waiting and the number who have been waiting for more than 28 days.  In each case please could you give separate figures for North Oxfordshire, South Oxfordshire and Oxford City.


	COUNCILLOR JIM COUCHMAN, CABINET MEMBER FOR SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SERVICES

The table below shows the most recent position broken down by geographical area (pending some recent assessment activity which may improve the position once recorded):

 

North

City

South

Oxon

Number of people waiting

423

88

354

865

Average wait in days

108

33

177

128

Number of people waiting over 28 days

370

41

243

654



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

These figures show that 865 people have waited on average 4 months for an occupational therapy assessment.  Why have you let the situation get so bad and what are you going to do about it?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I have got new figures for Councillor Gatehouse which may be helpful to her.  These are yesterday’s figures not this morning’s - the figures have dropped from 865 to 655.  The number of people waiting for more than 28 days has dropped from 654 to 475 and for the City, the area in which I should imagine she is most interested, the number of people waiting has dropped from 88 to 35 people waiting.  The number of people waiting more than 28 days has dropped from 41 to 1.  I hope this is reassuring.  We made a considerable effort during the course of the last financial year 2007-08 to reduce the waiting times for occupational therapy and that has had a good effect.  These figures I have just quoted are not as a result of that because that is a long time ago.  Unfortunately and I think this is probably a very un-PC thing for me to say but having achieved the set figures a large number of OTs went on maternity leave and that has not been helpful to the effort.  We are seeking to take action urgently to reduce waiting time.  It may be worth noting in the City that the longest length of time of waiting at the present time was 1 October which is just over a month ago.  So figures are getting better, they have been getting better consistently over a period of time and we will continue to work to make them even better.



	17. COUNCILLOR GATEHOUSE

How many of the people permanently admitted to a county council funded care home place in 2007-08 were not offered a single 

room?


	COUNCILLOR JIM COUCHMAN, CABINET MEMBER FOR SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SERVICES

The table below states both the number of people and the percentage offered (PAF indicator D37). 97% was top banded, 5 out of 5, and was an improvement on 96% reported in 2006-07:

Number of people not offered a single room

17

Percentage of people offered a single room

97%



	18. COUNCILLOR GATEHOUSE

The Scrutiny Review of Integrated Health and Social Care recommended the Cabinet, “Alongside the Oxfordshire PCT and the acute hospital trusts, to issue a joint statement in response to this Review setting out a set of clear shared expectations as to what degree of integration and coordination can be expected by 2010”.  Why did the Cabinet not accept this recommendation?

	COUNCILLOR JIM COUCHMAN, CABINET MEMBER FOR SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SERVICES

Events have overtaken this recommendation. In addition to regular Health Liaison meetings attended by the Leader of the Council, myself, the Chief Executive and the Director of Social and Community Services with similarly senior directors of the PCT and the Oxfordshire Radcliffe Trust, it has been agreed that the Chief Executives of the County Council, the PCT and ORH Trust should meet on a frequent basis to discuss matters of coordination and integration between the three partners with a particular emphasis on resolving the long running issue of Delayed Transfers of Care. To have called for a Joint Statement regarding these important issues would more likely have hindered than helped this process. Accordingly I recommended Cabinet not to agree Recommendation 10 of the Scrutiny Review.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Your answer implies that if you had called for a joint statement with our health service partners about the integration of total care, this might have hindered the process of integration.  Why was the process vulnerable?  Is it because there is so much to do?
	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

No




CC_NOV2708R01.doc
CC_NOV2708R01.doc

